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Dr. Estrelda Alexander, a sociologist and political theologian, is president of William Seymour College in 

Lanham, Maryland, an institution she founded in 2010.  She also serves as the executive director of the 

Pan-African Pentecostal Archive and executive publisher of Seymour Press, also both in Lanham. In 

1998, she was called to be Associate Dean of Community Life at Wesley Theological Seminary and 

served in that capacity until 2002. She left Wesley to serve on the theology faculty of Regent University 

School of Divinity until 2013, rising to the rank of full professor. 

Dr. Alexander received her B.A. in sociology from Howard University, her M.A in sociology from 

Columbia University, where she was a Ford Foundation fellow, her M.Div. from Wesley Theological 

Seminary, and her Ph.D. in political theology from The Catholic University of America.   

Her published works include Black Fire Reader: A Documentary Resource on African American 

Pentecostalism; Black Fire: One Hundred Years of African American Pentecostalism; Limited Liberty: 

The Ministry and Legacy of Four Pentecostal Women Pioneers; and The Women of Azusa Street. She also 

co-edited two works (with Amos Yong):  Phillip’s Daughters: Women in the Pentecostal Movement and 

Afro-Pentecostalism: Black Pentecostal and Charismatic Christianity in History and Culture.  Her latest 

project, the  is slated for publication later this year.  Additionally, she has authored more than thirty 

essays and journal articles on Pentecostal history and theology, race, gender and social justice.  

Her passion for research in Pentecostalism is matched by a passion to see the Evangelical Christian 

community, and particularly the Pentecostal movement, embrace a vision of social holiness and justice 

embodied in the full participation of women and people of color within the life of the church and society.  

Dr. Alexander, is an ordained minister in the Church of God and has served as a church pastor as well as 

pastoral staff member within the Church of God and other Pentecostal denominations.  She has preached 

and lectured in pulpits, conferences and academic settings across the United States and in the Caribbean.  

 


